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The power is out at my Miami house due to a transformer fire...first time 
since 3/00 when findu went live that the 1 hr run time of the UPS was 
exceeded. I redirected www.findu.com to www.aprs.net, which generally 
mirrors the other computer. Some things don't work though, most 
specifically the new radar and breadcrumb features.

FPL is working now, the current estimate is 2 hours for power to return, 
shortly thereafter findu should return to normal.

Steve K4HG
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The early registration discount for both the hotel room rate, and the 
registration fee, expires on September 10, so you only have a couple more 
days to get your reservations and registration made at the lowest price. 
Registrations at the normal price will be available and at the door (of 
course, hotel rooms will be subject to availability).

The DCC begins on Friday, September 20 and runs through Sunday, September 
22.  Full details are available at 
http://www.tapr.org/tapr/html/Fdccconf.html.

A couple of updates on the program:

1.  We're very happy that Anthony R. Curtis, Ph.D, K3RXK, will be our 
speaker at the DCC banquet.  Tony's presentation will be titled "40 Years 
of Amateur Radio In Space: Where We've Been, Where We Are, and Where We're 
Going."

2.  We've confirmed that the Packet Radio Users Group (PRUG) of Tokyo, 
Japan will be sponsoring a reception and talking about their latest 
activities Friday evening.  PRUG is really on the cutting edge of digital 
radio, and their presentations are always fascinating.

3.  We are also fortunate to have three great activities that focus on the 
hardware and soldering-iron side of amateur radio:

	*  On Saturday, Jay Craswell, W0VNE, will do an introductory program on 
using
	CirCAD, a powerful schematic drawing/PCB layout program that's available 
(in a
	slightly limited form) for ham use at no cost.

	*  Also on Saturday, Ten-Tec's Gary Barbour, AC4DL, will be talking about 
Software
	Defined Radio development at Ten-Tec.

	*  Our "Sunday Seminar" will feature Dave Newkirk, W9VES, providing a 
tutorial
	on using the Serenade SV RF design software; this is another professional 
package
	with a free version available for ham use.

We hope to see you there!

John N8UR
President, TAPR
jra@febo.com -- n8ur@tapr.org
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In a previous email I incorrectly stated that the Circad schematic drawing 
and PCB layout program is available for Ham use at no cost.  I 
misunderstood the relationship of the various versions.

There is a highly discounted version of the $995 Circad program available 
at $295.   This $295 version is available to Licensed Ham/Amateur Radio 
Operators only.  Check out http://dover.5u.com/ for more info on the Ham 
Discount.

There is a demo version of Circad downloadable at http://www.holophase.com; 
although that version can be used to draw small schematics and PCBs, it's 
not a replacement for the full program.

I want to apologize to Holophase and to Jay Craswell for improperly 
describing the versions of Circad, and to you for any confusion this may 
have caused.

73,
John N8UR
President, TAPR
jra@febo.com -- n8ur@tapr.org
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Please forward to all APRS related lists...

How many of you know findU is used for balloon races, sailboats in the 
Northwest Passage, or high-tech trimarans sailing the rivers of the US?

I realized that many people miss out on watching special events on findU 
because they never know they exist. I've created a page to rectify that 
situation.

http://www.findu.com/event.html

Send me your events and I'll add them to the page, advanced notice 
greatly preferred! Check the page often for upcoming events...

BTW, the balloon race isn't on there because it is over, you can see the 
page at:

http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/cagb.cgi

Steve K4HG
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They installed a new firewall at the museum today, and forgot to open 
ports for aprs.net. The situation should be fixed tomorrow morning, but 
no aprs.net tonight...

Steve K4HG
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With the tragic events of this week, we've had to seriously consider 
whether it was still appropriate or feasible to hold the Digital 
Communications Conference next weekend (Sept. 20-22) in Cincinnati. 
Although we grieve with the whole world for the losses so many have 
suffered, we believe it's important to show that terrorism will not succeed 
in making us change our way of life.

So, the DCC will go on.  We realize that in light of the circumstances, 
some folks who have already registered may feel they cannot attend.  If 
that is the case, please contact the TAPR office (tapr@tapr.org) and we 
will arrange a refund of your registration fee.  If you are traveling to 
the DCC, remember that things may still be somewhat disrupted next week, 
and increased security precautions will certainly cause some airport 
delays.  Check with your airline early and often to make sure they haven't 
changed your plans for you.

We realize that this year's DCC may well be smaller, and will certainly be 
more somber, than in past years.  But we think that going ahead is the 
right thing to do, and we hope that you agree.

73,
John
----
John Ackermann    N8UR         jra@febo.com     http://www.febo.com
President, TAPR                n8ur@tapr.org    http://www.tapr.org
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Tropical Storm Gabrielle is passing over central Florida, an area with a 
lot of APRS weather stations, lots of interesting graphs from findU, 
here's one that pegged the windspeed graph:

http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/wxpage.cgi?WB4PBF-2

Guess I need to work on some scaling functions, and increasing the scale 
numbers!

Or use the wxnear function to go through them all:

http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/wxnear.cgi?call=WB4PBF-2

Steve K4HG
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We're looking forward to the APRS "Friday Forum" at the Digital 
Communications Conference in Cincinnati.  Due to the events of last week, 
we've had some speakers cancel and have decided to start the Forum at 1:00 
Friday afternoon rather than in the morning.  Here's the tentative schedule 
(order, time and length of presentations are still subject to change):

1:00 - 1:15 Welcome and Introduction -- Steve Dimse, K4HG
1:15 - 1:20 TinyTrak II -- Byon Garrabrant, N6BG
1:20 - 2:00 EasyTrack/EasyTrak Jr. -- Steve Bible, N7HPR
2:00 - 2:30 The Incredible Shrinking Tracker -- Mike Musick, N0QBF
2:00 - 2:30 Embedded Linux GPS tracker and AVL Unit -- Jeff King, WB8WKA
2:30 - 3:00 Break
3:00 - 3:30 FindU and Other Things Internet -- Steve Dimse, K4HG
3:30 - 3:45 WinCE-APRS -- Rob Wittner, KZ5RW
3:45 - 4:00 PocketAPRS Update -- Mike Musick, N0QBF
4:00 - 4:30 APRS Internet Connections 101  -- Bill Diaz, KC9XG

It'll be a great program!

On Friday evening, the Packet Radio Users Group of Tokyo, Japan will be 
sponsoring a hospitality room, and although travel difficulties prevent any 
PRUG membes from being there "live", we will be presenting their program 
about the latest digital radio activities in Japan, so if you're coming for 
the APRS program, please plan to stay for what promises to be an 
interesting evening event.

You can still register for the DCC by contacting the TAPR office through 
Wednesday.  You can also register at the door on Friday.

For more details about the DCC, check 
http://www.tapr.org/tapr/html/Fdccconf.html.

73,
John N8UR

PS -- We plan to have an APRS object for the DCC location up by late 
Thursday to help you navigate.

----
John Ackermann   N8UR		jra@febo.com		http://www.febo.com
President, TAPR			n8ur@tapr.org		http://www.tapr.org
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The APRS Working Group is pleased to announce that Bill Diaz, KC9XG, and 
Roger Barker, G4IDE, have joined the WG effective immediately.

Bill is the author of the A-Filter software and has been actively involved 
in discussions around the APRS Internet specification.  Roger is the author 
of UI-view and brings a valuable international perspective to the WG.

We're excited to have them in the Working Group, and look forward to the 
value they will add to the APRS standards process.

For the APRS Working Group,

John N8UR
Administrative Chair
jra@febo.com -- n8ur@tapr.org
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Launch:
The Launch of Kodiak Star with PCsat, Starshine, and Sapphire Amateur
Satellites is still go for 0100z on 22 Sept (2100 EDT on the 21st).
Launch will be carried on NASA Select TV.  For more details, see the PCsat
web Page below...

Our Launch team now has flights leaving Annapolis on Wed the 19th. If they
make it to Kodiak then I think we can be comfortable with this launch
schedule.  I will post any further details on Thrusday (20th) as everyone
arrives in Alaska.

If launch is successful, telemetry will be receivable about 70 minutes
after launch.  User access should not be expected for 2 weeks while
on-orbit checkout is accomplished.  Pre-launch KEPS are on the web page.

de WB4APR@amsat.org, Bob

PCsat         http://www.ew.usna.edu/~bruninga/pcsat.html
CUBESATs      http://www.ew.usna.edu/~bruninga/cubesat.html
APRS SATS     http://www.ew.usna.edu/~bruninga/astars.html
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Well, the Digital Communications Conference is only a few days away.  If 
you can make your way to Cincinnati, Ohio this weekend (Sept. 21-22) we 
invite you to attend the show -- registration is available at the door. 
Full details, including the current schedule, are available at 
http://www.tapr.org/dcc.

Here's a brief rundown; note that due to the tragic events of last week, 
we've had to make some adjustments to the schedule.

Friday:

Registration Opens			9:00AM

APRS Forum					1:00 - 6:00PM
						(The morning part of the Forum has been cancelled.)

PRUG Social					7:00PM
						(Come enjoy the hospitality and see the latest activities
						of the Packet Radio Users Group of Tokyo, Japan.)

Saturday:

Registration Opens			7:15AM

Main Program				8:00AM - 5:00PM
						(There will be a mix of introductory sessions on new
						aspects of digital communication, as well as more
						advanced topics.  We think there'll be something
						for everyone.)
						
TAPR Membership Meeting			5:00PM

Banquet						7:00PM
						(Anthony Curtis, K3RXK will speak on "40 Years of Amateur
						Radio in Space.")

NOTE:	We've regretfully had to cancel the Sunday Seminar.  If you 
registered for it, please stop at the registration area or contact TAPR to 
arrange a refund.
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